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• 5600 hectares 

• 3 Council areas 

• Mostly privately owned 

• Carnmoney Hill 

• Cave Hill Country Park 

• Divis  

• Colin Glen 

• Slievenacloy ASSI 

 

 





















































- Three study sites: Cave Hill, Divis and Black Mountain. 

- A total of 600 sampled plots were surveyed in 2008 and 484 plots in 

2011. 

- At each point a number of standard measurements were taken within a 2 

m2. 
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Results 

- We can see how in some burned areas Calluna is taller than 3 years ago.  

-These areas correspond to the same areas with less lost coverage after the fire       

(2009 and 2011).  

- We can assume that in these fires, fire intensity was low.  

-This fact suggests that in both of these years some plants survived without major 

impediments. 
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Key Factors 

• % Heather Cover 

• Negative ‘correlation’ with Sphagnum spp. 



Divis & Black Mountain 2014 Fire 

Map For NIFRS 



11.6.15 Fire 



















Next steps 

• Clear agreement on objectives e.g. prediction, 

prevention or impact measurement? 

• Common methodology essential 

• Ongoing Sharing of data and lessons 

  


