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Unique Tourism Experience Proposed  
For South Armagh
Pictured is one of the four beautifully hand crafted, timber glamping pods proposed for the rural tourism enterprise in Mullaghbane, 
run from the homestead of local artists Padraig Carragher and Sharon Donnelly-Carragher.  The self-catering glamping 
pods, which can sleep up to five people, are part of an ambitious plan to extend the facilities at the couple’s art studio.  
The creative husband and wife team, who are renowned for their art, craft and cookery workshops, recently 
submitted a planning application for the four glamping pods.  The project also includes two shower/toilet 
enclosures and the refurbishment of existing outbuildings to create communal kitchen and laundry 
facilities, a games room, storage and office.

The scheme will be a fantastic addition to the area, offering visitors the chance to enjoy everything 
the Ring of Gullion Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) has to offer.

My Townland Story
The Townland project has been delivered to 27 schools from 
Kingsmill to Clonalig and Newtownhamilton to Killeen.  Over 800 
children now know their townland, the neighbouring townlands, 
the civil parish, poor law union and barony in which they live.  They 
have examined the historical information of Griffith’s valuation, 
locating their families in their townlands living on two or three 
acres of land controlled by landlords.  On Griffith’s maps they 
found old forts/raths, ridges, rocks, cairns, woods, fields, churches 
and hillocks no longer visible, but celebrated in the townland 
prefixes of Lis, Drum, Carrick, Carn, Derry, Augh, Kill and Tully 
throughout South Armagh.

The children swapped stories told by their grandparents and great 
grandparents; stories of churning butter, of going to a school 
in a church, of walking barefoot and removing ditches when 
machinery replaced the horse.  The way of life was changing 
but the sense of place and townland was constant.  The children 
discovered that townland, history and people go together as one. 

A child from each townland will tell their story and these stories 
can be accessed through the interactive Ring of Gullion map on 
the website.

The completion of the project is the erection of a boundary stone 
on each townland.  The children in each primary school will help 
with this work and adopt the stone nearest to their school.  The 
Ring of Gullion Partnership are asking community associations 
and sporting clubs to support the project, provide voluntary help 
and adopt a townland stone.

New plant monitoring scheme launched
What is it? 
The National Plant Monitoring Scheme (NPMS) is a new habitat-
based plant monitoring scheme designed by BSBI, CEH, Plantlife 
and JNCC.  The aim is to collect data to provide an annual 
indication of changes in plant abundance and diversity.

Why is it needed? 
Thanks to volunteers, we have a very good understanding of 
changes in the populations of birds, butterflies and bats.  Plants 
are the foundation of habitats and ecosystems, but currently we 
do not have a good measure of changes in plant populations 
across the country.

Who can take part? 
Anyone interested in nature who can identify plants, or who 
is keen to learn. Different levels of participation ensure that 
anyone who is keen can participate: you do not have to be an 
experienced botanist.  You will only need to identify ‘indicator 
species’ in each habitat. These are distinctive species specially 
selected to allow us to monitor changes in the countryside.

How will it work? 
This is a scientific survey, so you will be randomly allocated a 
convenient 1km square to visit.  The visit involves recording plant 
‘indicator species’ in plots.  Within your 1km square you will 
record around 5 plots in semi-natural habitats. 

How to take part 
Visit www.npms.org.uk for further information on how to 
get involved, including information about squares near you.  
Alternatively you can contact our local co-ordinator, Lorna 
Somerville on 028 9056 9644 or email Lorna.Somerville@daera-
ni.gov.uk 

Pictured on front cover: 2016 Ring of Gullion Ambassadors.
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Ambassador Profile:
What’s your name? 
My name is Deaglan Mulgrew

Where are you from? 
I am from Killeavy. 

Why did you decide to take part in the  
Ring of Gullion Ambassador training? 
Well, it felt like a natural follow on from the voluntary work 
I completed when setting up the Slieve Gullion Buildings 
Preservation Trust. I have a huge interest in the Slieve Gullion 
area and I felt it would be great to meet others who are as 
interested in the area as myself. 

What are you most looking forward to about the course? 
I am really looking forward to learning more about the wildlife 
and ecology within the Ring of Gullion, as well as its earlier built 
heritage. 

How do you hope this course will benefit you in the future? 
I am hoping this course will give me the opportunity to learn and 
also share my own knowledge of the area. I hope it gives me the 
confidence and opportunity to be able to promote the Ring of 
Gullion as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

With regards to the course benefiting me in the future, I would 
love to be able to seek work within the tourism industry which is 
being established and developed in the area and will no doubt 
continue to grow.  This course will equip me with useful tools for 
working in this industry.

Where is your favourite place in the Ring of Gullion? 
It is difficult to choose where my favourite place is within the 
Ring of Gullion. The breathtaking views from the top of Slieve 
Gullion are stiff competition for anywhere to beat.  More 
recently I’ve rediscovered Castle Roche, where as a child, I 
fought my brother and sister with wooden swords.  

It’s a place I often visit in the evening while  
watching the sunset. 

Reilig Urnaí
Más é go bhfuil fonn coisíochta ort, agus tá tú thart ar Fhoircealna 
Cléire, ní féidir áit níos iontaí nó níos suimiúla a aimsiú ná Reilig 
Urnaí ar imeall an tsráidbhaile galánta faoi scáth Shliabh gCuillinn.  
Is beag iomrá a bhíos ar an tearmann deas suaimhneach seo cois 
abhann díreach ar an teorainn le Contae Lú agus Cúige Laighean.  
Is áit álainn í ina bhfuil uaigh Pheadair Uí Dhoirnín le feiceáil, 
múinteoir i scoil scairte a bhí ann, scríobhaí lámhscríbhinní agus 
duine de na filí ba iomráití in Éirinn san 18ú haois.  

Tá tuairim is 40 dán dá chuid ann go fóill.  Is é ‘Úrchnoc Chéin 
Mhic Cáinte’ an ceann is aitheanta dóibh.  Leagtar ‘Mná na 
hÉireann’ ar Pheadar, amhrán a bhí ina cheirnín mórdhíola ag an 
cheoltóir breá Kate Bush traidhfil de bhlianta ó shin.  Creidtear gur 
scríobh Ó Doirnín aoir ar Sheón Johnston an Fheadha, ‘Eiriceach 
na gCeann’; ba ar an ábhar sin a crochadh an file Séamus Mac 
Murchaidh siocair go raibh Johnston den bharúil gurbh é Séamus 
Mór a chum an aoir.  Tá leathrann maslach eile i mbéal na ndaoine 
in Oiriall go fóill: ‘Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews/Save us from 
Johnston, King of the Fews’.

Ach leis an fhírinne a rá is beag ár n-eolas ar shaol agus shaothar 
Pheadair Uí Dhoirnín seachas go bhfuair sé bás ina scoiltheach 
féin i bhFoirceal agus gur cuireadh in Urnaí é sa bhliain 1769 de 
réir feartlaoi a rinne Art Mac Cumhaigh ina chuimhne—an file a 
chum ‘Úrchill an Chreagáin’, áit a shíltear gur cuireadh Art. 

Tá tuilleadh eolais faoi shaol agus shaothar Pheadair Uí Dhoirnín 
agus go leor daoine eile ar fáil: http://www.ainm.ie 

Urney Graveyard 
You couldn’t choose a more interesting place for a walk than Urney 
Graveyard, on the edge of the lovely village of Forkhill, under the 
shadow of Slieve Gullion.  This peaceful riverside sanctuary, on the 
borders of county Louth and the province of Leinster, is relatively 
unknown.  In addition to being a wonderful place, Urney contains 
the grave of Peadar Ó Doirnín, a schoolteacher and scribe and 
one of Ulster’s most famous 18th century poets.

Around 40 of his verses are still extant; ‘Úrchnoc Chéin Mhic 
Cáinte’ is his best known piece.  Peadar is also said to have 
composed ‘Mná na hÉireann’ a song which was a hit for Kate 
Bush in 1996.  Ó Doirnín also satirised Johnston of the Fews, a 
vicious landlord who had the poet Séamus Mac Murchaidh 
hanged as he believed  Séamus Mór had composed offending 
verses.  The people of Oriel still recite another d e f a m a t o r y 
couplet: ‘Jesus of Nazareth, King of the 
Jews/Save us from Johnston, King of 
the Fews’.

In reality we know very little of 
Peadar’s life and work except that 
he died in his own schoolhouse in 
Forkhill in 1769 and was interred 
in Urney according to an epitaph 
written by Art Mac Cumhaigh - 
the poet who composed ‘Úrchill 
an Chreagáin’, where Art 
himself was later buried.

Further information about 
Peadar Ó Doirnín’s life and 
work, and that of others, is 
available:  http://www.ainm.ie

What’s that rustling in the hedge?
Over the years, we have organised a number of awareness-raising 
days looking at the biodiversity of the area i.e. moth nights, 
butterfly days, etc. and we also have a Red Squirrel Group for 
the area.  Now we want to get a focus group set up, to formally 
record which species are in the area and get more information 
on the Centre for Environmental Data & Recording’s (CEDaR) 
species distribution maps.  The requirement for membership of 
the Ring of Gullion Nature Watch Group is simply to be someone 
who enjoys wildlife and is willing to record it.  We want you to pick 
an area(s) - i.e. garden, school, work, community area in South 
Armagh to monitor for wildlife.  This patch can be as small or large 
an area as you think you can manage; you don’t have to record 
everything, just whatever you can identify, whenever you have 
the time.  You will find that you learn more, the more you practice.

We have built up a range of biodiversity equipment and ID guides 
over the last few years and we can lend these out to anyone who 
would like to use them.  We have also set up a Nature Blog on the 
Ring of Gullion website and we would love to add your sightings 
to it.  If you would like to become a member, contact the office 
and tell us which animals and/or plants most interest you and 
where you think you could record.  We look forward to filling the 
blanks on the biodiversity maps with your sightings.  Let’s make 
the Ring of Gullion a recording hotspot!



Lúnasa Festival Schedule 2016                    30th July - 31st August
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

30 
Heritage Coach Tour 
10.30 - 16.30

31 
Flagstaff Fiesta  
15.00 - 17.00    

Blaeberry Sunday  
19.00 - late

1 
Gap O'the North Guided Walk 
13.30 - 16.00

2 3 
Wild Wednesdays -  
Photography Workshop 
11.00 - 15.00

4 5 
ROGHA Art Expo starts   
Launch 19.30,  
Daily all month 09.00 - 19.00

6 
Heritage Coach Tour 
10.30 - 16.30   

Lá Mór Na Gaeilge 
09.30 - 23.00

Murder Mystery Tour  
10.00 - 12.00 

ROGHA Studio Tour  
10.00 - 17.30

7 
Famine Wall Hike  
10.00 - 13.30

Creative Skills Project 14.00 - 16.00

Serendipitous Music 12.00 - 14.00

8 
Mullaghbane Guided Walk 
14.00 - 16.30

9 
Pottery Workshop 
18.30 - 21.00        

Newry's Worst Shipping Disaster 
19.00 - 21.00

10 
Wild Wednesdays -  
Creatures of the night picnic 
20.30 - 22.30

11 
Felting Workshop 
18.30 - 21.00

12 13 
Heritage Coach Tour 
10.30 - 16.30  

Felting Workshop 
10.00 - 14.00            

Wood Turning 
10.30 - 17.30          

Fleadh Rua TBC

14 

Culann's Feast  
12.00 - 16.00

Taster Meditation  
10.00 - 15.30

Painting Workshop  
12.00 - 16.00Make, Play & Move 10.00 - 14.00

15 
Zombie Apocalypse  
Survival Training 
10.00 - 16.30

16 
Pottery Workshop  
18.30 - 21.00

Edible Geology Bus Tour  
18.00 - 21.00

17 
Wild Wednesdays - Pond Dipping 
10.00 - 12.00

18 
Celebrating Lúnasa 
19.00 - 20.30

19 
Discover our Gullionosaurus 
10.00 - 16.00 

20 
Heritage Coach Tour 
10.30 - 16.30

Parent & Child Art 
10.00 - 11.30

21 
Booley Site Hike 
10.00 - 14.00 

Fused Glass Workshop 
10.00 - 16.00  

Mindfulness Walk 
10.00 - 14.00

Summer Cook Smart 11.00 - 13.00

22 
Strawcraft 
10.00 - 16.00

23  
Try our self-guided audio tour

24 
Wild Wednesdays -  
Sensory Mini-Beast Hunt 
10.00 - 16.00

25 
Townland Reunion   
19.00 - 21.00

26 27 
Heritage Coach Tour 
10.30 - 16.30            

Artist Talk & Expo Tour 
11.00 - 12.00

28 
Last Mountain Community Hike      
10.00 - 13.00

Footsteps in the Forest 10.00 - 17.00

29 
Summer Food Forage       
10.00 - 12.00

30  
Try our self-guided audio tour

31 
Last chance to see  
the Rogha Art expo

The Ring of Gullion is the place to be this August.  We have a fantastic community-led festival this year;  
opening with the revived Flagstaff Fiesta.  With something to do everyday, there is something for everyone.

Guided Bus Tours & Walks – Join our friendly and 
knowledgeable guides for a guided bus tour, walk or hike.  A 
guided tour is a great opportunity to delve a little deeper into the 
rich heritage and landscape of the Ring of Gullion.

Arts & Crafts – Jump in and explore a world of creativity 
with our range of have-a-go sessions and classes for adults and 
children.  It’s a fantastic opportunity to try something new or 
improve existing skills.
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The Ring of Gullion is the place to be this August.  We have a fantastic community-led festival this year;  
opening with the revived Flagstaff Fiesta.  With something to do everyday, there is something for everyone.

Come and join us.
The Ring of Gullion – The place to be this August

Wild Wednesdays – Put on your explorer’s outfit and 
join us for Wild Wednesdays; this is your opportunity to 
learn about what creeps, flies and swims in the Ring of 
Gullion.

Something a little bit different – Learn essential 
survival skills at our Zombie Apocalypse Survival Day, sample 
local delights at Culann’s Feast or rub shoulders with fairy folk at 
Footsteps in the Forest.
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A Fishy Tale
Four schools within the Ring of 
Gullion area participated in our 
‘Fish in the Classroom’ programme, 
supported by Lisa Kirkwood from 
Ballinderry River Trust.  The schools received 
alevin fish, which live off their yolk sac and so don’t need feeding; 
this makes them ideal for a classroom setting.

Pupils looked after their alevin by keeping their water clean and 
at a consistent temperature until they had absorbed their yolk sac 
and become fry.  Once the fry were ready for release the pupils 
took them to a local river.  After releasing their fish pupils had the 
opportunity to examine the other creatures living in the river as 
well as learning about the overall health of their river.

Having fish in their classroom enabled pupils to study life cycles 
up close as well as increasing their environmental awareness.  
By participating in the programme it is hoped that they have 
also developed a respect for and ownership of their local 
waterways.  The programme will be running again in November.  

If your school would like to participate, please 
contact Alison on 028 3082 8594 or  

volunteer@ringofgullion.org.

Pupil from St. Laurence 
O’Toole PS releasing a fish fry

Above: St. Oliver Plunkett’s PS 
examining local river life 

Gullion Buzzing with Hidden Life
The Landscape Partnership 
team met with Adam 
Mantell, Buglife’s 
volunteer in Northern 
Ireland, a few weeks ago 
and he shared with us the 
good news that Buglife has 
recently been awarded a 
grant from the Environment 
Fund administered by NIEA.  
Adam explained that Buglife 
will be working to help protect our 
invertebrate communities that have received comparatively little 
attention in the past.  We were interested to hear that invertebrates 
make up 75% of all known species, but are the fastest declining 
part of our fauna.  Their (often very precise) habitat needs, mean 
that they are more affected by intensification in land use and 
development, than other animals.

Buglife’s work will focus on undertaking invertebrate survey work 
across Northern Ireland including in the Ring of Gullion, and 
they will be looking into identifying some of the most important 
remaining areas of brownfield Priority Habitat.  Brownfield land 
can be home to many rare invertebrates, and any changes in 
its use should be mitigated.  So if you know of any interesting 
abandoned industrial/house sites that are buzzing with insects in 
the summer sun, let us know and we will work in partnership with 
Buglife to survey them.

We think it is fantastic news that Buglife are now established on 
a firmer footing in Northern Ireland!  We look forward to working 
with them as a new partner in the future to look after the many 
amazing invertebrates within the Ring of Gullion.

The Second All-Ireland Pine Marten Symposium comes to Mullaghbane
These days glimpsing the brilliant russet flash of the native red squirrel is a rare and wonderful thing.  However, it was once a common 
sight in this country.  That was until the American grey squirrel was introduced here at the beginning of the 20th century, when some 
were presented as a gift at a wedding in Castle Forbes in County Longford and escaped.

The subsequent invasion of the pesky grey led to a virtual collapse of our native red squirrel population, a trend that continued for 
decades.

More recently, however, experts have been encouraged by a change in that trend which could lead to the native red squirrel making a 
comeback.  It’s all down to the help of an unlikely ally: the predatory pine marten.  This development is being studied by researchers all 
over Ireland and the UK.

On behalf of the organizing committee we are pleased to invite you to the second All-Ireland Pine Marten Symposium, to be held at Tí 
Chulainn Community and Conference Centre on the 14th and 15th October 2016.

This two-day meeting has been organized to build on the success of the first meeting held in Galway during 2014 and 
will bring together advances in research, practical conservation and management techniques for this enigmatic 
species.

This meeting will appeal to researchers, practical conservation organisations, land managers, 
environmental consultants and anyone with an interest in pine martens! The first day of the 
event will focus on talks by those involved in research, conservation and management 
of the species.  The second day will involve a field trip to visit the pine marten den 
box scheme within the Ring of Gullion.  This will be followed by practical sessions to 
demonstrate techniques for erecting pine marten den boxes.

This event is being organised by the Vincent Wildlife Trust and the Ring of Gullion 
team.  For more information and booking, visit www.ringofgullion.org/events.
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‘Fanning’s Fort’, 
Cornahove, 
Crossmaglen, Co. 
Armagh
A recent excavation into the site of 
a ringfort at Cornahove provided an 
exciting opportunity for archaeologists 
to explore the hidden history of south 
Armagh.  The programme was undertaken 
by the Centre for Archaeological Fieldwork 
at Queen’s University Belfast on behalf of the 
Ring of Gullion Landscape Partnership Scheme.  
330 local school children were key to the success of 
the excavation. 

The fort has its origins in the Early Medieval period (c.AD 800) and was 
home to members of the local farming community.  The excavation 
revealed that the fort had a shallow ditch that ran around its exterior.  
The soil removed during the digging of this ditch would have been 
used to strengthen the bank around the homestead, helping the 
occupants and their valuable cattle keep safe from raiders or wolves 
at night.  A fragment of metal slag recovered from the base of the 
ditch suggests that metal working took place either in the fort or in its 
immediate vicinity.  The excavation also revealed tantalising evidence 
of the later use of the site, with a number of spade cultivation ridges 
found inside the fort.  These would have been used for growing 
potatoes and ceramics recovered from them suggest they date to 
the eighteenth or nineteenth century, when the fort was reused as a 
cottage garden. 

Other interesting artefacts that were discovered during the excavation 
include a hone-stone for sharpening knives, and a prehistoric 
hammerstone.  The latter artefact was particularly intriguing.  Dating 
back some 5,000 years to the Neolithic period, was this object found 
elsewhere and brought to the ringfort by one of its Early Medieval 
occupants? Or was it lost right there, way back in prehistoric times, to 
be discovered by chance, by the modern archaeologists? 

Whatever the answer to these and the many other questions raised 
during the dig; one thing is certain: there are secrets laying in plain 
view under a thin layer of soil on the many historic monuments of the 
Ring of Gullion and they are just waiting to be found by archaeologists.

Farming our wildlife 
High Nature Value (HNV) farming is a relatively recent 
term used to describe the low intensity farming practices 
which incorporate traditional farming methods that help to 
sustain and increase biodiversity.  It is a method of farming 
that supports, as well as nurtures, the land on which we 
depend. HNV farming also helps to deliver many of the 
highly valued eco system services such as carbon storage, 
water purification, fire management and flood reduction, 
whilst supporting rural communities and growing the food 
on which we all depend.

The Mourne Mountains Landscape Partnership, in 
association with the Ring of Gullion Partnership and 
Butterfly Conservation NI, are holding a two day conference 
in October 2016. 

This will look at how HNV farming can work within our 
local landscapes, how effective it can be, and how it could 
support farmers in the area whose work and farms are 
integral to the management and conservation of many of 
our finest landscapes. The conference will also deliver:  

• Talks from HNV farmers within Ireland and the UK 

• Examples of best practice within HNV 

• Networking opportunities with other potential HNV 
farmers

• Workshops/discussions seeking to shape policy and 
future funding

Places will be limited - To register your interest in this event, 
contact:

Mourne Mountains Landscape Partnership, 
 4 Cornmill Quay, Annalong, Co Down BT34 4QG  

Tel : 028 437 67391  
Email: siobhan.thompson@mourne.co.uk       

Mountains ablaze and mitigation measures
The large wildfire on Croslieve has done extensive damage to the mountain.  The fire which occurred in April was attended by N. Ireland 
Fire & Rescue Service (NIFRS).  The Fire Service is still investigating the fire.

This fire destroyed 40 hectares of important habitats, left wildlife with no homes or food sources and the damage caused risks the 
economy of the area.  Contrary to the belief that wildfires are sparked by hot, dry weather, most of them occur in the spring.  Whether 
started accidentally or deliberately, wildfires are extremely dangerous and can spread rapidly.  The law states that burning of vegetation 
such as heather, gorse/whin or fern must NOT be carried out between 15th April and 31st August and can only be carried out at other 
times of the year under controlled and expert supervision i.e. with NIFRS guidance.

As part of its own work to raise awareness on Wildfire issues, the Ring of Gullion team hosted attendees from across the island of Ireland 
at the Carrickdale Hotel for a cross-border fire mapping and geo-location workshop in March.  The workshop was funded by the Northern 
Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA).

The objective of the workshop was to start the development of an All-Ireland Wildfire Mapping Standard which will outline the method 
of mapping wildfires and reporting damage.  This will enable a more co-ordinated approach across government departments and Non-
Governmental Organisations in Ireland.  It will also enable better comparison of damage and recovery from wildfires.  We are grateful 
to our speakers, Julia McMorrow from the University of Manchester, Enda Mullen from Wicklow Mountains National Park and Dr. Jim 
Bradley from the Belfast Hills Partnership for outlining their experiences of wildfire mapping in the UK and across Ireland.

In March, the Ring of Gullion team was awarded extra funding from the NIEA to carry out mapping of Slieve Gullion to identify where 
wildfire damage has occurred in the past and identify where there are potential issues.  We hope to highlight the findings in the next 
newsletter.  

Visit our website for more information on the dangers of wildfires and our work. www.ringofgullion.org/projects/the-dangers-of-wildfires/



News in brief
1. Our Youth Rangers are getting stuck in to learning about 

the rich heritage of the Ring of Gullion as well as helping 
to give something back to their local environment.

2. Suppliers have been appointed to the Bessbrook Model 
Village project, and have met with the steering group 
made up of local community groups.

3. The Ring of Gullion Ambassadors course has kicked off 
and there will be nine brand new Ambassadors graduating 
in September.

4. Visit Derrymore House, one Northern Ireland’s hidden 
gems tucked away in Bessbrook, Co. Armagh.  Please see 
website for opening times.

5. Cryptic Wood White Butterfly (a priority species) spotted 
in Slieve Gullion!  The relatively recent discovery of this 
butterfly as a separate species from the Wood White has 
led to difficulties in understanding its true status. 

6. The Painted Lady Butterfly and Humming-bird Hawk-
moth are arriving from Africa.  Butterfly Conservation is 
running a project to map their movements on-line.  If you 
have seen either of these insects this year, please record 
them here - http://butterfly-conservation.org/612/
migrant-watch.html

7. There was a workshop in June in Mullaghbane to provide 
information on upcoming funding opportunities for 
outdoor recreation development in South Armagh and 
discuss ideas on greater partnership working.  Contact 
the Ring of Gullion Officer if you would like to get involved.

8. The Ring of Gullion is to feature in the RSPB State of 
Nature 2016 (hopefully launched in September) - The 
Ring of Gullion and Cooley Red Squirrel Group is being 
showcased as one of the projects actively conserving or 
promoting Northern Ireland’s biodiversity.

9. Calling any Goat Whisperers out there!  We are working 
with the Old Goat Society to carry out DNA sampling on 
the feral goat population in the Ring of Gullion.  We are 
looking for any one who would be able to catch at least 10 
goats in the area and get a DNA sample (hair) from them.  
Contact the office if you would like to get involved.

10. The site of our Community Tree Nursery has moved to the 
allotment site at Tí Chulainn.  We have lots of seedlings 
sprouting and have plenty of opportunities for weekday 
volunteering.  We are also hoping to start a gardening 
group there.

11. The NI4kids Family Awards were held on 27th June in 
Belfast City Hall.  Slieve Gullion won an award for the 
Family Visitor Attraction of the Year.  Chairperson 
Councillor Gillian Fitzpatrick said “What a fabulous 
achievement, we are lucky to have so many great 
attractions in Newry, Mourne and Down District Council 
and it’s great when they are recognised.”

What’s on!

For even more events, to book and for more information check  
www.ringofgullion.org

When What Where
July / August
Dé Sathairn 30 Iúil 
10.30am – 4.30pm

Fáinne Cnoc Shliabh gCuillinn: Turas 
Treoraithe i nGaeilge

Iarsmalann an Iúir agus 
Mhúrn, Caisleán Bagenal.

15th July – 7th August Big Butterfly Count Help take 
Nature’s pulse, spend 15 minutes 
anywhere in the Ring of Gullion and 
count the butterflies you see  
(or don’t see) 

www.bigbutterflycount.
org/about

30th July – 29th August Lúnasa Festival For more details see 
the calendar on the centre pages.
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September
16th - 18th September Get Active Outdoors in the Ring of Gullion. 

Sign up for our monthly alerts  
for full details

Ring of Gullion

October
Saturday 1st – Sunday 
2nd 10am – 4pm

Coppicing Training Jonesborough Forest

Saturday 8th 1pm- 4pm Red Squirrel Celebrations Slieve Gullion Forest Park
Saturday 15th 11am 
– 3pm

Volunteer Opportunity - Vegetation 
Clearance

Glassdrumman Wood

Saturday 17th  
11pm – 3pm

Volunteering opportunity – 
Vegetation Clearance

Dorsey

Saturday 24th – Sunday 
25th 
10am – 4pm

Hedge Laying Training Glassdrumman Wood

Saturday 29th  
11am – 3pm

Volunteer Opportunity - Tree seed 
collection

Slieve Gullion Forest Park

These details are correct at the time of printing, however changes can occur;  
please check the website for up to date information.

Registration for Rural Development Programme Opens!

Opportunities to apply for capital funding for community and 
business projects in Rural Areas in the Newry, Mourne and Down 
District Council (NMDDC) area will shortly be available from the 
Rural Development Programme. 

A series of mandatory workshops have been organised across 
the NMDDC area for potential applicants to the Mourne, Gullion 
and Lecale Rural Development Partnership. Please refer to www.
ringofgullion.org for venues and times of workshops.

The workshops will focus on presenting details on the programme 
and, where required, will provide the opportunity of one-to-
one advice sessions for potential applicants.  The format of the 
workshops will be a general overview of the programme and then 
theme-specific presentations.  Officers will be available to provide 
support and guidance to applicants. 

This is an important opportunity for all Newry, Mourne and Down-
based community groups and businesses.  Your group or business 
MUST attend one of the workshops to be considered for funding 
from the Rural Development Programme.

Please note registration is ESSENTIAL.  Please book your place by 
calling 0300 013 2233 extension 2503 quoting “Registration for 
Mandatory Pre-Application Workshop”. 


