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Great Day had by all at Sports 
Extravaganza in Slieve Gullion
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council and the Ring of 
Gullion team joined forces with a number of activity providers in 
the area to host a Get Active Outdoors Extravaganza Weekend.  
This happened in Slieve Gullion Forest Park on the 17th and 
18th September as part of the European Week of Sport which 
promotes sport and physical activity across Europe. 

With the sun beating down, the crowd got to enjoy a number 
of free outdoor activities including a climbing tower provided 
by Life Adventure Co., archery and canoeing provided by Gullion 
Adventures, hill walking with the Gap of the North walking group, 
creepy crawlies with Shelagh Henry from Red Kite Tours NI, Tai 
Chi Tasters with Clanrye Group and a historical cycle with Delia 
Van Der Lenden. 

For the little ones there was face painting and Warrior School with 
Footsteps NI. Sharon Carroll, from Enspire, led a fairy filled walk 
around Hawthorn Hill Woods. 

It was a fantastic weekend and it was great to see so many people 
enjoying the activities.  We would like to thank all the activity 
providers and hopefully we can make this an annual event.

Youth Rangers 2016
During the last two weeks of July we had a fantastic group of ten 
young people, from in and around the Ring of Gullion, working 
with us as part of the Volunteer Youth Ranger Programme.  The 
programme was designed to provide the Youth Rangers with the 
skills and confidence to explore our wonderful Ring of Gullion 
AONB, as well as give something back to the environment and 
local communities.  Some of their adventures included hiking to 
the summit of Slieve Gullion, going canoeing and learning to live 
off nature by developing their Bushcraft skills.  The Youth Rangers 
also attained a Remote Emergency Care first aid qualification, 
an Explorer Level John Muir Award and their 50-hour Millennium 
Volunteer certificate.

The Youth Rangers were instrumental in completing the current 
round of improvements for St. Jude’s church in Camlough.  The 
Youth Rangers completely cleared the inside of the church which 
was over grown with brambles, nettles and other weeds before 
levelling the floor and planting it with wildflowers.  One of the 
Youth Rangers said, “Hopefully the community will embrace the 
change; we encourage them to visit the old monument and 
to appreciate the hard work that we have done.”  Des Murphy, 
Chairperson of the Camlough Heritage Society, visited the church 
after the work was completed, “I’m massively impressed with 
their hard work and determination; paid qualified contractors 
couldn’t do such a good job.  The work was outstanding.”  We 
would recommend visiting the church grounds between May and 
August next year; the wildflowers should be at their best then.  
Other sites which received some Youth Ranger TLC included the 
Slieve Gullion famine wall, the tree nursery at Mullaghbane and 
Jonesborough Church of Ireland graveyard.

Full details of the Youth Rangers adventures and hard work can be 
found on the Project and Gallery sections of our website.

Des Murphy, Chairperson of the Ring of Gullion Landscape 
Partnership Board, presenting the Youth Rangers with their 
certificates.

Lúnasa Festival 2016 Highlights
We had another fantastic Lúnasa Festival this year; check out the 
images below for a few of the highlights.

Flagstaff fiesta
Serendipitous music:

Straw Craft
Famine Wall Hike

As we say farewell to the warmer 

weather of summer and hello to the 

bright russet colours of autumn we 

have one last look at our summer 

highlights before we update you  

on our on-going projects and  

upcoming events.



Competition Time
The Ring of Gullion Partnership has so much news and 
events to share we can’t fit it all into our newsletters.  
Once a month the partnership brings together all the 
highlights and condenses it into one email,  
and we want to share this with you.

So, to enter our Christmas Competition 
simply head over to

www.RingOfGullion.org
and Sign Up to ensure that you don’t miss 
out on any Ring of Gullion news and events!
One lucky winner will be chosen at random on the 15th 
December and presented with a

£100 shopping voucher
on the 21st December 2016 on the Winter Solstice.

Heritage Lottery Fund support 
for Bard of Armagh Homestead 
Preservation
Newry, Mourne and Down 
District Council, through the 
Ring of Gullion Landscape 
Partnership Scheme, have 
received £9,300 from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) for an exciting project, 
“Exploring the Restoration and 
Re-instatement of the Home of 
the Bard of Armagh”.

The project, which is led by local community volunteers focuses 
on the life of Bishop Dr Patrick Donnelly of Dromore, the “Bard of 
Armagh”.  The scheme will centre on the Bard’s home, a uniquely 
important 18th century dwelling house in Lislea.  It plans to 
explore the potential to bring the house back to its former glory.  
This important jewel in the heritage of the Ring of Gullion AONB 
deserves to be recognised.

The building has sadly fallen into a severe state of neglect.  This 
project will facilitate discussion and planning with the house’s 
owners on how best to move forward.  Ultimately the house and 
its rich and intriguing local and ecclesiastical history will be shared 
with a wide audience at home and abroad.  It is hoped that this 
project will bring Bishop Donnelly’s story back to life. 

The Bard of Armagh Homestead Committee is actively seeking 
new members to drive this project forward. Log on to www.
ringofgullion.org for more details on how to get in touch.

Cllr Gillian Fitzpatrick, chair of Newry, Mourne and Down District 
Council on site with members of the Bard of Armagh Homestead 
Committee. Successful bid to help our Environment

The Partnership has received an extra £24,000 from the Northern 
Ireland Environment Agency Environment Fund to develop a 
Special Area of Conservation (SAC) Management Plan for Slieve 
Gullion; an Invasive Species Management Plan for the Ring 
of Gullion AONB; and Reduce litter and fly tipping in the Slieve 
Gullion SAC.

This funding is on top of the £68,794 awarded to Newry Mourne 
and Down District Council to undertake environmental initiatives 
in the Ring of Gullion for 2016/17.

The funding for 2016/17 is part of the Environment Fund, 
managed by DOE, which has been made available to eligible 
organisations to protect and improve our habitats, the quality of 
our air and water, and access to the natural environment.
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Straw Craft

Winter Solstice Festival  
– a tale with every step
With all the hustle and bustle of Christmas shopping and 
preparations, why not take some quiet time out this year and 
mark the Winter Solstice with a visit to the Slieve Gullion?

The Ring of Gullion Partnership and local community groups 
are hosting a series of events this year, throughout December, 
to celebrate the arrival of the shortest day and the turn in  
the year.

The Ring of Gullion is an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
is a fabulous location to explore 
by foot; full of myths, legends 
and heritage. Throughout this 
festival, families can learn more 
about the area through craft 
workshops, star gazing and 
hikes.

The ever popular hikes to the 
passage tomb from the 18th to 
the 22nd December will open for 
booking on the 1st December, 
on the Ring of Gullion website 
www.ringofgullion.org/events.

Booking is essential as places 
are limited. These hikes are 
weather dependent and a 
good level of fitness is required.
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Local Rivers to get a Health Check
The Ring of Gullion Partnership has been successful successful in 
their application for support from the River Restoration Centre 
to run a community project, thanks to funding from the Esmée 
Fairbairn Foundation. 
The River Restoration Centre will be joining forces with the 
Gullion team to run a one-day course for community members 
incorporating the following:
• A short introduction to geomorphology (how the river is 

shaped by the land and the weather);
• Short lessons on how to identify components of natural and 

modified rivers, common invasive plants, and other issues 
that are problematic in the river;

• A field trip, where participants can practice identifying issues 
and; 

• An introduction to the app – Fieldtrip GB.  
(http://fieldtripgb.blogs.edina.ac.uk/). - Community 
members can use the app to report the locations of issues 
with rivers in the catchment area.

The Centre will then work with the Ring of Gullion Partnership to 
set up a mapping service that community members can use to 
identify modifications, invasive plants and other opportunities for 
restoration and improvement projects on their local rivers. 
Depending on availability and interest we could then look into a 
second phase of the project where we take the data and choose 
a priority project to plan and deliver with community volunteer 
involvement.
We hope to organise the one day course in Forkhill in January/ 
February; keep an eye on our website for more information. 
For more information on the River Restoration Centre visit:  
http://www.therrc.co.uk/
The Ring of Gullion Partnership are also looking for a group of 
volunteers to get trained up in carrying out Riverfly Monitoring, 
on the rivers in the local area.  The training will be a one day 
course and all equipment will be provided.  The volunteers will be 
supported to carry out monitoring once a month on their chosen 
river in the Ring of Gullion.  The Partnership are looking to have 
at least 10 volunteers before we can organise the training; we are 
aiming to run the training in January/February.

More choice for holiday 
accommodation in 
Gullion 
Well known couple Padraig 
Carragher and his wife Sharon 
Donnelly-Carragher from 
Mullaghbane are celebrating 
the successful granting 
of planning permission to 
provide self-catering glamping 
pod accommodation at their 
homestead in the Gullion village of 
Mullaghbane. 

Sharon, an acclaimed artist and potter, and husband Padraig, an 
artist, woodturner and musician, plan to bring something different 
to the area in the shape of luxurious handcrafted glamping pods 
and ancillary facilities.  These, together with funding from the 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development’s Forestry 
Grant Scheme last spring to plant a community woodland on 
their lands at Tullymacreeve Road, Mullaghbane, will create the 
heart of a new rural enterprise in the Ring of Gullion.

On receiving the news Padraig commented, “We are absolutely 
over the moon to have secured this planning approval to provide 
glamping facilities here in Mullaghbane.  We have no doubt 
that this novel self-catering accommodation will only contribute 
positively to the existing tourism offer in the AONB.”

Townlands  
on Tour
Following the success of the Primary Schools Project at the end 
of the summer term, the Ring of Gullion Education Team is now 
focussing on Secondary schools.  They will be using the townland 
resources as tools to teach young people, studying GCSE and 
A-level history, how to carry out historical research into their local 
area.

Kevin Murphy, from the team, said, “It is amazing how few 
teenagers know their own townland name, but armed with our 
map and an understanding of some simple historical sources, 

all available on-line, these young people can quickly research 
the social and economic history of their areas and kindle an 

interest in their local history and their place.”

A second thread in the Townlands Education Project 
was “Townland Tales” an oral history and story-telling 

project.  Children throughout Gullion who took part in 
the primary school project were asked to make audio 

recordings of stories about the history of their own townland.  
These recordings will be added to the Ring of Gullion’s interactive 
map and will be a record for posterity of local accents and stories 
from each townland.  We currently have about 40 recordings, but 
we are looking for more, ultimately aiming to have at least one for 
every townland.

We are hoping to hold an event soon, to capture as many voices 
and stories as possible.  However in the meantime, if you would 
like to borrow a recorder and help your child to tell a townland 
tale, please email: projects@ringofgullion.org and we will make 
arrangements to lend you a device.  These recordings will be 
a lovely archive of their voice and their history.  A fascinating 
example of one of the townland tales from Mounthill can be 
heard here:  Goo.gl/Gf1Jbk.



NI Forest School Awards 
- Promoting Inspirational 
Outdoor Learning
A Forest School is an innovative educational approach to 
outdoor play and learning.  The philosophy of Forest Schools is 
to encourage and inspire individuals of any age through positive 
outdoor experiences.

Could your school become a Forest School?  
The NI Forest School Awards have been created to encourage 
local primary schools to take an innovative, educational approach 
to outdoor play and learning, encouraging and inspiring children 
through positive outdoor experiences.  The concept is based on a 
Scandinavian idea that considers children’s contact with nature 
to be extremely important from an early age. 

Now, thanks to the Northern Ireland Forest School Association, 
supported by Newry Mourne and Down District Council through 
the Ring of Gullion Partnership and in partnership with Ni4kids, 
schools in the Ring of Gullion will have the opportunity to win free 
entry to the programme and become an accredited Forest School.

The Ring of Gullion Partnership is excited to be launching their 
Forest Schools programme this autumn. Forest Schools are an 
international concept where school children are taught in outdoor 
locations making use of natural resources; developing a different 
way of learning within the national curriculum. The team feels 
that development of forest schools in the area will have a positive 
impact on the local community and green spaces.

This year, three schools in the Ring of Gullion will be provided with 
the opportunity to take learning outside the classroom and into 
sites in the area.  The benefits of Forest Schools are far reaching, 
not only for the pupils and teachers directly involved, but also for 
their families, school and local community.  Regular, on-going 
and sustained use of parks and open spaces will help to develop 
a sense of ownership and it is hoped, will lead to a reduction in 
anti-social behaviour.  Although it is aimed primarily at schools, 
applications can also be accepted from youth or community 
groups working with children of primary age.

How to enter:  Primary schools and community groups, in the 
Ring of Gullion area, are invited to register their interest in winning 
a Forest School Award online at www.forestschoolawards.org 
until the closing date for applications on 1st December 2016.  
Winning schools will be selected by a judging panel in December, 
with Forest School classes taking place from January to May 2017.  
Schools will be presented with their award at the NI Forest School 
Awards Event in June 2017.  Find out if your school can apply for 
a Forest School Award at www.forestschoolawards.org.

The Northern Ireland Forest School Association was established 
in 2008 to develop and deliver a sustainable environmental 
education programme.  The charity has, to date, trained teachers 
and youth leaders from all over the country as Forest School 
Leaders and supported over 15,000 children in outdoor activities. 

Village SOS Project in the Ring of Gullion
Over the past 12 months three South Armagh villages have been involved with a Big Lottery funded programme called Village SOS.    

The Big Lottery has recognised that there are lots of communities who have good ideas for projects which would help them become 
more sustainable.  Many of these ideas could lead to a community enterprise which could breathe new life into their local district.  The 
Village SOS programme is about community consultation, getting people on board and looking at what funding is available to help a 
project achieve success.  

Currently the three villages from South Armagh which are engaged on the Project are: Cullyhanna, Mullaghbane and Jonesborough.  
Two of the three villages have already carried out an in-depth consultation with their local community.  They now have up to date 
information about local people’s interest and attitudes towards their suggested projects.  Both Cullyhanna and Mullaghbane plan 
to hold public meetings where the findings from their community audits will be presented.  It is hoped that this will raise their profile 
within their communities and also allow individuals the opportunity to comment further on the ideas presented in the questionnaires.  
Jonesborough is currently conducting research within their community. 

All three groups are seeking local support to create an enterprising culture.  The groups will work with all age groups to engage them in 
their communities.  They’re hoping to put their villages on the map and be ready to access funding when it becomes available.  To find 
out more about the Village SOS project, visit villagesos.org.uk/.
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Beginning our ASCENT
ASCENT, a new innovative project to collectively address the 
environmental challenges facing seven northern European upland 
areas, including peaks in the Ring of Gullion and the Mournes was 
launched on Thursday, the 20th of October, 2016.

Unregulated access to upland sites and natural erosion has meant 
that some areas of natural beauty have experienced degradation, 
loss of unique bio-diversity and bio-resources.  In response, the 
ASCENT project, an acronym for ‘Apply Skills and Conserve our 
Environment with New Tools’ sets out to develop management 
plans and implement innovative measures that will address future 
economic and environmental sustainability.
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Return of the 
Reds
The plight of our much-loved 
red squirrel is well known, but 
with a new conservation project 
underway by Ulster Wildlife the 
fate of these charismatic creatures 
is set to change. 
Red squirrels are an integral part of our natural heritage and are 
also vital in the regeneration of our woodlands.  However, their 
numbers have declined drastically since the introduction of the 
invasive and non-native grey squirrel from North America in 1911.
Red Squirrels United is the largest UK collaboration of 
conservationists and academics with a single species focus.  Led 
by Ulster Wildlife in Northern Ireland, the project aims to protect 
and promote red squirrels and their habitat.  The vital increase in 
our understanding of this iconic species is thanks to funding from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and Life14.
Red Squirrel Officers and Conservation Rangers from Ulster 
Wildlife will be working with local Red Squirrel Groups, schools and 
communities to raise awareness of reds and their plight, and to 
encourage positive conservation action to safeguard the future of 
this endangered species and the woodlands it calls home.
The public are encouraged to get involved too, so if you see any 
squirrels, red or grey, please report them to the Ring of Gullion and 
Cooley Red Squirrel Group on Facebook or email therese.hamill@
nmandd.org.  Alternatively if you see a squirrel anywhere from 
the Fathom woodlands up to the north of the Mournes please get 
in touch with the Mournes Red Squirrel Officer, Shanna Rice, on 
078 1606 5764 or email shanna.rice@ulsterwildlife.org.
To find out more about the Red Squirrels United Project and how 
you can get involved through volunteering, training or events visit: 
www.ulsterwildlife.org/redsquirrels.

ROGHA  
by Caoilfionn Murphy O’Hanlon
Local arts group ROGHA (Ring of Gullion Handcrafts and Art) are 
busy gathering their nuts for Christmas!  We are very pleased to 
announce we now have a retail shop in the Tí Chulainn centre, 
Mullaghbane.  Open every Sunday from 13.00 – 17.00, the shop 
contains a range of gifts to suit every budget… glass, ceramics, 
felt wearables, visual art, wood turning, photography, blacksmith 
sculpture, lace making and millinery, to name but a few.  Tí 
Chulainn has proved to be a wonderful venue with visitors from 
all over the world; staff there will also open the shop on request, 
during their normal working hours.  We are also busy 
getting ready for our winter exhibition which is 
to run in Newry Library’s Space Gallery for 
the full month of December. 

Don’t forget to keep an eye out on 
our Facebook page for details of our 
“Squirrel’s Nuts” pop up shop.  This is the 
3rd year of our Christmas pop-up, which 
has been a runaway success, providing 
shoppers with the opportunity to buy 
unique, locally handmade, quality products 
as special gifts, which are sure to impress.  If 
you have something specific in mind, many 
of our artists work to commission and can be 

Alliance Youth Works
Alliance Youth Works, Eden (EDucation in the ENvironment) 
is a charity that enthuses children, young people and their 
leaders to understand more about the world around them.  
Alliance Youth Works (AYW) also encourages them to 
get out into the wild, and do something to support and 
enhance the biodiversity around them.  Over the past 
decade, AYW Eden has been engaging with local primary 
schools in the Newry & Mourne area, delivering one-day 
environmental education programmes and trips out into 
nature throughout the academic year and in all weathers! 

Teachers wanting to give their students an experience in 
the outdoors that is fun, interactive, awe inspiring, and 
interwoven with the Revised Curriculum and STEM, will find 
the programmes exactly what they need. 

Themes include, birds, pond dipping, exploring woodlands, 
mammals, mini-beasts, seashore, the Mourne mountains, 
the Ring of Gullion, exploring outdoors using senses, team 
building outdoors, orienteering and mapping, and teddy 
bears’ picnics.

Full details are available on www.RingOfGullion.org News 
section.

contacted through the web address below.  We also have gift 
vouchers and workshop vouchers available so you can try your 
hand at creating your own piece of art.  You can also view some of 
our work at www.roghashop.com with thanks to the team at the 
Landscape Partnership Scheme and the Ring of Gullion AONB.  

“Support your local 
artists and buy a 
little bit of home.”



Tree-planting on a grand 
scale: all in a day’s work
Farmers, smallholders, community groups and 
organisations in Gullion are invited to roll their 
sleeves up for a springtime tree-planting venture.

The offer comes from One Million Trees in One Day, 
a charity and cross-border initiative, which aims to 
see a million young native trees planted at sites 
across the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland 
– and all in the space of 24 hours.

Landowners and farmers can apply online now for 
packs of 50 native saplings for woodland, coppice, 
hedgerow and agroforestry establishment.  The 
packs, which are subsidised, are available for a modest 
application fee of €21 (Sterling rate will depend on 
the exchange rate when paying); this is less than 42c 
per tree.  The Ring of Gullion Landscape Partnership 
will again provide a collection point in readiness for 
the planting day: Saturday 11th February 2017.  

The initiative is supported by the Woodland Trust in 
Northern Ireland.  

Imogen Rabone, Project Co-ordinator says: 
“Northern Ireland is very short on native tree cover 
and woodland.  We want to help people plant their 
own trees in both rural and urban areas, with a focus 
on small sites and pockets of land.”

Applications close on Saturday 31st December 
2016.  Trees will be allocated on a first-come first-
served basis.  To apply for trees or to find out more 
visit www.onemilliontreesinoneday.com

Running rings round Pine Martens
A fabulous conference in October proved that the Ring of Gullion is 
“Nut” just about red squirrels, by attracting over a hundred delegates 
from Ireland, England, Scotland and France to run rings around the 
Ring’s Pine martens. 

The 2nd All Ireland Pine marten conference was held in Tí Chulainn 
in Mullaghbane. As well as highly authoritative talks on diverse 
subjects ranging from Pine marten DNA to citizen science surveys, 
delegates were treated a virtual tour of South Armagh’s heritage 
with local historian Una Walsh and a real tour of the lovely Slieve 
Gullion forest park.

Music also featured strongly with traditional Irish music and dance 
from the Traditional Arts Partnership and a lively session with members 
of the local band Bóthan.  Arts and crafts were also on the agenda with 
a gorgeous display of work made by children at the recent Red Squirrel 
celebration event in partnership with ROGHA.  ROGHA also showcased 
some of their professional work in their new shop.  The conference finished on 
a high note with a chance to dip into the new discipline of Geomythography 
at an evening talk from Stuart McHardy which covered everything from oral 
tradition and storytelling to archaeology and landscape study.

The weekend showcased all that is great about South Armagh – the wildlife, the culture, 
the people and the landscape.  Attendees and the local community got to enjoy 
the entrainment on Friday night which provided the attendees with a warm South  
Armagh welcome.
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Traditional Skills are 
making a Comeback
An intrepid group of learners congregated in Jonesborough Forest on a 
sunny weekend in October to learn the traditional skills of managing a 
coppice and hazel hurdle making.  

In by-gone centuries, coppicing was an essential way of working a forest 
to gain materials used for everything from basket making to Curragh 
building and of course fire wood.  Coppicing is now seeing something of 
a revival as coppiced wood is useful as a carbon neutral energy source for 
modern wood burners as well as for building yurts and garden ornaments, 
amongst other things.

Carrying out coppicing is also useful for improving the overall health and 
biodiversity in a woodland.  Jonesborough Forest has reached the stage 
of needing to be thinned out. This will promote the development of 
larger trees with more space between them and a healthy understorey.  
Coppicing the large number of hazel trees in the forest over the coming 
years will allow this to happen.

Hazel hurdling was used in farming for stock pens and small fenced areas; 
however it is now making a comeback as garden fencing.  Hurdles are 
durable and as they  allow a small amount of wind through, are more 
likely to remain standing in a gale.  Paul Carville, from Straw Craft Ireland, 
took the group through the basics of hazel hurdle making, using the 
material coppiced at Jonesborough.  Whilst the material wasn’t ideal, 
as the hazel hadn’t been coppiced in some time, they still managed to 
make a sturdy hurdle.

We will be running a weekend of hedge laying training on the 26th and 
27th November.  Hedge-laying is a traditional technique which was 
primarily used for maintaining a stock proof barrier.  Today it can still be 
used for this purpose; however it can also be used to revive old and gappy 
hedges.  If you’re interested in learning how to manage a hedge through 
laying it, full details can be found on the Events page of our website, 
alternatively you can contact our Volunteer & Outreach Officer, Alison, 
on 028 3082 8594 or email volunteer@ringofgullion.org.



News in brief
1. The Michael J. Murphy winter school was held 18th 

& 19th November, with renowned speakers in 
attendance, such as Fr. Peter McVerry and Niall 
Murphy to name a few.  The full story will be available 
on our website and in the next Newsletter.

2. A new, easy-to-use, litter report page has been 
launched on our website: www.ringofgullion.org/
how-to-help/report-litter-ring-gullion/ This can be 
accessed from mobile phones, tablets or desktops 
and reports can remain anonymous.

3. Over the summer two groups of young people, aged 
between 10 and 16, took their first steps in the 
film-making profession, complete with a red carpet 
premiere.  Check out their videos here: goo.gl?qAtFLG

4. Now is the time to get your bird feeding station 
up and running for the winter, scrub out any old 
feeders/bird tables with detergent and boiling water 
and throw out old food from last year.  You should 
get fresh food for the new feeding season.  Set up 
bird feeders away from cover where cats can hide, 
but not in an area completely exposed to birds of 
prey on a hunting mission.

5. An invasive species survey of South Armagh is  
now complete and a management plan is now  
being written.

6. Check out our news section at www.RingOfGullion.org 
for lots of new funding opportunities

What’s on!

For even more events, to book and for more information check  
www.ringofgullion.org

When What Where
November
Saturday 26th –  
Sunday 27th 
10am – 4pm

Training in Hedge Laying Techniques Glassdrumman Wood

December
Thursday 1st 
9am

Online booking opens for  
Winter Solstice Hikes
www.ringofgullion.org/events

3rd – 21st December Winter Solstice Festival
Saturday 3rd 
10am – 12.30pm

Straw Craft Workshop  
Christmas angels & stars

Tí Chulainn, Mullaghbane

Saturday 3rd 
2pm – 4pm

Straw Craft Workshop  
Christmas Wreaths

Tí Chulainn, Mullaghbane

Sunday 4th 
5pm – 9pm

Stargazing  
(including indoor planetarium)

Cullyhanna Community 
Centre

5th - 18th December Santa Cottage
Tickets: £10/child and £5/adults
Schools and Community Groups get a 
discounted rate of £7/child

Hawthorn Suite, Slieve 
Gullion Forest Park
Contact: Sarah Hagan 
at sarah.hagan@
clanryegroup.com

Saturday 10th 
11am – 3pm

Volunteer Opportunity 
Vegetation Clearance

Jonesborough Forest

Saturday 10th 
Time TBC

ROGHA Christmas Crafts Hobbit Huts, Slieve 
Gullion Forest Park

Friday 16th 
7pm - 9pm

Into the Light Concert – an inspirational 
evening of mediation, storytelling and 
music with local singer songwriter and 
soul artist Denise Hagan and meditation 
facilitator Ann Ward.  Tickets: £10 In aid 
of Southern Area Hospice Services

Tí Chulainn, Mullaghbane

Saturday 17th 
10am – 4pm

Straw Craft Workshop – Willow stars, 
straw knots, glory braids & pomanders in 
willow spirals

Tí Chulainn, Mullaghbane

Saturday 17th 
Time TBC

ROGHA Christmas Crafts Hobbit Huts, Slieve 
Gullion Forest Park

Saturday 17th 
10am - 4pm

‘Into the Light’ - Winter Solstice Retreat. 
Cost: £60 (includes tea/coffee, scones 
and a 2-course mindful lunch)

Tí Chulainn, Mullaghbane
To book your place 
please contact Ann on 
ann@xhale.biz or  
078 1683 5147

Sunday 18th – 
Wednesday 21st 
2pm – 5pm

Winter Solstice Hikes Slieve Gullion summit

Sunday 18th 
From 9pm

7 mile Race around the Lake 
Registration is available on the morning 
of the event from 9am. 
Race entry: £12
Registration online: endurancecui.active.
com/event-reg/select-race?e=39915553.  

Start / finish at the 
Fitevolve unit in Cowan’s 
yard, Newtown road, 
Camlough. 

January
Saturday 7th and 
21st 11am – 3pm

Volunteering Opportunity Location TBC

Saturday 28th  
10am - 4pm

River Project Workshop Location TBC

February
Saturday 4th and 
18th 11am – 3pm

Volunteering Opportunity Location TBC

Saturday 11th  
2pm - 4pm

Nest Box Building Workshop Jonesborough Pastoral 
Centre

These details are correct at the time of 
printing, however changes can occur;  
please check the website for up to  
date information.

Crossmaglen Community Centre,  
O’Fiaich Square,  
Crossmaglen,  
BT35 9HG

E – info@ringofgullion.org

T - 028 308 28590


