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 Excavations on the Dorsey and the
 Black Pig's Dyke

 by O. Davies
 The great travelling earthwork, commonly known as the Black Pig's Dyke or
 the Worm Dyke, which can be traced in discontinuous sections from near Bundoran
 to near Castleblayney, has been connected by some scholars with the Dorsey
 enclosure in the Fewes. The Dyke is amply described by Kane.l It is generally
 believed to have formed the southern boundary of the kingdom of Ulster, and to
 have been constructed in imitation of Roman frontier-lines, like the sub-Roman
 earthworks in England, Rumania, and Bulgaria. Its date must therefore be later
 than the middle of the second century a.d., when the Romans built the Hadrianic
 and Antonine Walls, and earlier than about a.d. 330, when the kingdom of Ulster
 was destroyed. The name now given to the Dyke has not been adequately ex
 plained ; but the Black Pig was perhaps the standard, mascot, or totem of the
 Ulstermen, just as the Dacians used a dragon-standard, and most of the Roman
 legions fought under an animal-symbol.
 The Dyke is marked on the 1835 O.S. in Drumgristin Lower,2 south-west of

 Lough Ross, as running in an easterly direction; but east of that point it has not
 with certainty been traced. The 1835 O.S. further shews a short length of piling
 diverging south-westwards from the west end of the Dorsey. On other portions
 of its course the Dyke runs in fairly straight stretches for considerable distances,
 and does not wind unnecessarily. We would therefore assume that if it was
 associated with the Dorsey enclosure, it would have run more or less in a direct
 line thence to Lough Ross. This line traverses Td. Cloghoge, where Donaldson
 about 1820 records the Dyke. In Corliss a remarkable sunken lane, continued
 by a natural rock-scarp for nearly a mile, looks like something more than a mere
 field-boundary. Though the local inhabitants maintain that the lane was made
 about a century ago for agricultural purposes, it is tempting to believe that it
 preserves the line of the Dyke, and it has been so marked on fig. L The dotted
 continuation past Tullyard Fort to Lough Ross is conjectural.

 The townland-names Drummuck and Drummuckavall,3 and the notice that the
 Dyke formerly existed near Cullaville Station* would suggest a more southerly
 course, but are difficult to reconcile with the mention in Cloghoge. Nor are the
 older forms of the name Drummuckavall so convincing.5

 The 1835 O.S. marks, as has been mentioned, a short line of piling running in

 1. P.R.I.A. xxvii C (1908-9), p. 301; xxxiii C (1916-7), p. 539.
 2. O.S. Monaghan 25 11 6.
 3. O.S. Armagh 30-31. Drummuck means "Ridge of the Pig," Drummuckavall "Ridge of the

 Pig's Rampart."
 4. Cp. Kane, P.R.I.A. xxvii C (1966-9), p. 301.
 5. Baronial Map (1609), Drommcwalle; 1657 Inquisition, Drumactoole; Petty, Drumakaule.
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 Excavations on the Dorsey and the Black Pig's Dyke 33

 a south-westerly direction from the Dorsey ramparts. Less certain is the evidence
 of an air-photograph,6 as an apparent ditch along this line becomes confused with
 the river and bog just below it. The position could be fixed on the ground with
 reasonable accuracy, as in the corner of the large marshy field 5.203, on the borders
 of Td. Tullynavall and Cregganduff (fig. 2); so here in 1938 I proceeded, with the
 permission of the owner, Mr. Hughes, to dig. I was assisted on this excavation
 by Mrs. Anderson, Miss Gaffikin, and Mr. Frere; and I would gratefully record
 continual help and advice, throughout the Dorsey excavations and in the sub
 sequent preparations of reports, from Mr. Paterson and Mr. Tempest.

 A series of trenches at the corner of. the field (fig. 3 3) fixed the line of the Dorsey
 ditch and rampart, despite confusion caused by a field-drain. In Trench I we
 located the ditch, filled with blue clay and containing much charcoal. This re
 placed the brown clayey till whence the rampart had been removed, and on the
 lip of the ditch was the socket of a post which must have helped to hold back the
 earth bank. In Trench II an oaken post, seven inches in diameter, survived to a
 height of 2 ft. (pi. Val). Its base was cut aslant, not pointed. It partly filled the
 circular socket of about six inches depth in till, and it was packed round with
 till-material replaced. Round the post for about 2J ft. was an irregular stone
 paving, laid on till. In Trench III some stones formed a foundation for the Dorsey
 rampart, while irregular post-holes shewed that posts had been inserted only as
 needed. The ditch, which had not been found in Trench II, started at the south
 end of Trench III; its dark filling overlying an inch of black silt at the base (fig.
 3 8) was clearly distinguishable from the light grey and light blue till. The ditch
 was at this point shallow.

 The break in the Dorsey ditch is due to the approach of an earthwork from
 the south-west, which, with the reservations expressed at the beginning of this
 paper, I will call the Black Pig's Dyke. The point of junction was marked by a
 long horizontal tie-beam with squared end (pi. Va3), lying in peat just above the
 thin layer of mixed brownish clay which forms the remains of the Dyke. The clay
 contained logs in several trenches (see fig. 3 5), and in most places flat stones on
 till seem to have formed a foundation.7 The clay was distinguishable from the
 sandier material of the Dorsey rampart, which usually survived to a greater height.
 Above the clay was a thin layer of peat, which had perhaps been formerly cut.
 In it also were logs and beams, mainly of birch. In Trench VI there was an up
 right post of birch. In most trenches the top layer consisted of closely packed
 stones with an occasional modern sherd, almost certainly the metalling of a cart
 track which still leads into the field at this point.

 A test in the corner of the field 2.729 revealed no sign of. the ditch of the Black

 6. The original lent to me by Dr. Chart. The reproduction in Antiquity iv (1930), p. 453, is not
 clear enough to be of value, and further omits most of the area in question.

 7. There were found foundation-stones even under the field-drain, though all other traces of the

 Dyke had been removed at this point. Cp. pi. Va2.

 c
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 34  O. Davies

 Pig's Dyke. Though the Dorsey ditch was located in Trenches III and VI, the
 blue clay filling of the other ditch was not found before Trench VII.
 The tie-beam and the interruption of the Dorsey ditch prove that the enclosure

 and Dyke were planned and executed as one whole. Though it is not at present,
 and probably never will be possible to prove indubitably that the dyke in Td.
 Tullynavall was continuous with the earthwork which stretched across Ireland,
 the probability of their identity is great, in which case the Dorsey played an im
 portant role in the frontier fortification. The constructional idea may be Roman;
 but the execution is thoroughly un-Roman and unpractical, the enclosure being
 placed wholly in advance of the frontier-line. Some forts on Hadrian's Wall
 project slightly; and the planning of the Dorsey suggests an acquaintance with
 Roman lines of defence solely from the outside. Tradition asserts that the Irish
 entered Scotland more than a century before the fall of Emania; and modern
 scholars have been inclined to associate adaptations on the Antonine Wall about a.d.
 150 with this invasion. That communication was maintained, and that there were in
 the kingdom of Ulster men who had seen the northern side of the Roman wall,
 need not be doubted; but they seem to have been ill-acquainted with the secret
 of the success of Roman frontier-defences, and they built a work which soon
 proved to be valueless against determined attack.

 A series of trenches was dug to determine the line of the Black Pig's Dyke,

 Fig. 2.
 Based upon the Northern Ireland Ordnance Survey Map, with the sanction of the Controller

 of H.M. Stationery Office.
 (Graham & Heslip Ltd., Belfast).
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 36  O. Davies

 until it lost itself in the bog some 150 yards south-west of the junction (fig. 2).
 Tests at the western corner of field 5.203 failed to reveal it, though a surface
 examination indicated its line further down the valley, until it finally disappeared
 in the large bog bordering the Creggan River (see fig. 1).

 In Trench A the rampart and ditch were clearly marked, the latter being filled
 with grey-blue clay (fig. 3, 2 and 6). The bank had been nearly levelled, but its
 base of grey clay overlay a thin black turf-lay er and then natural brown clay.
 Thus the ground was not turfed before the rampart was piled on it. In the clay
 were several charcoal-specks and irregular post-holes, also a fairly large piece
 of birch-wood loose in a soft hole, as if it had been dragged out and partly re
 placed. One birch-twig lying in the grey clay seemed to have been charred, a
 practice observed in the wooden revetment of the Dyke in Co. Monaghan. There
 was no sign of a stone foundation in this trench.

 In Trench B two rows of posts and sockets were unearthed, the outer overlying
 blue clay which resembled the ditch-filling to the east, but may be marsh-deposit
 as further west. The posts had not been set deeply, and their bases were rounded.
 In two cases the sockets were surrounded by charcoal, indicating that the wood
 had been charred before insertion. There were also found a birch-twig and an
 oak-bole, probably unconnected with the Dyke.

 In nearly all the further trenches the slope to the marsh was roughly paved, and
 just above the light grey till was a black layer, containing charcoal-pockets, as
 if fires had been lit along the line of the rampart. In Trenches C and the western
 half of P we found stake-holes a few inches apart (pi. Va4), inclined slightly north
 ward, and within the edge of the rampart. The latter consisted of brownish clay;
 in one place in Trench C it rested on a layer of charcoal, and there were a few
 foundation-stones below it. In C one fallen log of oak, 2 ft. 6 ins. long, was
 found leaning southwards; it probably had been one of the revetment-stakes, and
 had been removed. In D were four recumbent logs, the one in the north-east
 corner with a mortise-hole.

 Beyond Trench D were found no certain remains of bank, ditch, or post-holes;
 the irregular stones on till may have been casual. In Trench H were slight remains
 of a bank one foot high along the edge of the bog; but it resembled a turf-path
 rather than the ancient structures with which we have been dealing. The 1835
 O.S. does not prolong the line of piling for more than a short distance; and it is
 likely that the builders of the Dyke, with that sense of economy and natural ad
 vantage which characterises their work, used the bog, perhaps a lake in their
 day, instead of continuing the earthwork beside it. They would have found nearly
 a quarter of a mile of swamp frontage, before they needed to resume the rampart.

 It would be well to close this paper with some general remarks on the purpose
 of the Dorsey and the Black Pig's Dyke. It may be stated at the outset that neither
 work is defensible against a determined attack, though it would hinder raiders,
 and it would be impossible to drive cattle across the deep south ditches of the
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 Excavations on the Dorsey and the Black Pig's Dyke 37

 Dorsey and the Monaghan and Cavan sectors of the Dyke. The Roman walls could
 be held only by posting garrisons at frequent intervals; and they acted largely as
 frontier-demarcations, customs-lines, and raised sentry-walks. To hold the seventy
 three miles of Hadrian's Wall a total force probably of 20,000 men was required.
 That the much longer line of the Black Pig's Dyke can have been defended is
 impossible, from what we know of the social and economic conditions of Ireland
 at that time. The main object of attack being however cattle-raiding, it would
 be sufficient defence to put serious obstacles in the way of raiders entering and of
 cattle being driven out. The Dorsey enclosure must have been built on similar
 strategic principles. It is too large and too unwieldy to act as a fortress, the ram
 parts do not run according to strategic needs, and the whole area cannot be
 surveyed from one point. Tempest has pointed out that it probably lay across
 two roads; and cattle were safe if the two gates were guarded, for it was no more
 to the advantage of assailants that defenders had to kill them inside. But a large
 herd could not live for long within an area of some 300 acres. Thus the Dorsey
 must have been a temporary kraal, provided with pasture and water for a week,
 into which large herds, perhaps looted, could be driven and defended until
 they could be properly distributed among their captors.

 The scanty traces of occupation at the Dorsey gates suggest that the enclosure
 was not long in use; and the failure to discover the Black Pig's Dyke west of
 Ummeracam River in the Slieve Gullion district may suggest that the frontier
 system was unfinished. It would be a tempting conjecture that the fortification
 of the frontier and the establishment of cattle-raiding by the Ultonians on an or
 ganised basis was regarded by the kings of Tara as a permanent threat to their
 security, and was the direct cause of the raid of the Collas which destroyed Emania.
 For this reason, perhaps, the raiders avoided the fortified road through the Fewes,
 and attacked through Co. Monaghan.

 ADDENDUM.

 Since this paper was written, I received the following tale from Mr. Thomas
 Quinn, of Shetrim, Cullyhanna : Skeriff Road. "Two men, coming from their
 ceilidhe, were chased by the Black Pig. They ran to Hughes' and escaped. When
 I was young I heard about the Black Pig's Race. Cormac McNancy, he lived on
 the road of the Race of the Black Pig." Skeriff lies slightly off the map (fig. 1);
 but its position is roughly indicated in the margin.
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