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 xcabat?ons? at t?je ftotttf) #ate of t?je ?or?ep Cntrenc?jment
 by O. Davies.

 In 1937 the Ancient Monuments Council of Northern Ireland set up a sub
 committee to consider the possibilities of excavating the Dorsey entrenchment ;
 the author of this paper was entrusted with the supervision of the excavations.
 Permission was courteously granted by the various landowners ; the tests here
 described were carried out on the lands of two of them, Mr. Hearty and Mr. McCoy.
 The excavations were made possible by generous subscriptions from various
 sympathisers, who responded to an appeal sent out by Mrs. Parker, M.P. These,
 combined with the government relief grant, enabled me to employ a large number of
 labourers, needed owing to the heavy work anticipated. I was assisted by Mrs.
 Anderson, Miss Gaffikin and Mr. Frere.

 It is unnecessary here to describe the surface-features of the Dorsey. All that
 could be discovered without excavation has been admirably compiled by
 Mr. H. Tempest.1 The excavations of 1938 were concentrated at two areas, the
 south gate where the old coach-road from Dundalk to Armagh enters the enclosure,
 and the west end. It is with the former that this paper will deal.

 The double ditch and rampart which formed the south side of the enclosure is
 better preserved near the south gate than along any other stretch. The outer
 rampart begins at the south-east corner where the inner diverges from the Ummericam
 River2 ; the two ascend together to the coach-road, and thence descend westwards
 to a bog across which they were carried on piles. One of these we located in a
 ditch.3 We were told of another which used to be visible about 20 yards south
 south-east, but we could not find it. On the line of the entrenchment, a short way
 east of these piles, is a squarish block of stone about three feet high.4 We tested
 round it, and found that it rests in a niche in the rock-outcrop. It stands on the line
 of the inner rampart, which is here missing. Below it was found a fragment of glass,
 perhaps of the eighteenth century, which could have reached this position by chance.
 The stone is locally known as the Headstone,5 but it cannot have served a funerary

 1C.L.A.J.? vii, (1929-32), p. 187.
 2 O.S. 25" XXVIII 9, 6.6" north, .3* west.
 3 O.S. 25" XXVIII 9, 5-4* north, 6.6" west.
 4 O.S. 25" XXVIII g, 5.1" north, 5* west.
 5 Mr. Tempest informs me that at other places in the Fews there are stones known as " head

 stones," where tradition says captured tories or rapparees were beheaded by their captors. Al
 though I was not told of any such tradition at this place, it is possible that this stone was put
 up and used for the same purpose and so received its name.
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 purpose on the rock. I would suggest that it was set to mark out the line of the
 rampart. About forty feet south-west is an old well built round with stones. It would
 probably have lain on the line of the outer ditch. It is unlikely to be contemporary
 with the use of the entrenchment. We were told also of an old hearth-layer in the
 field just north of the well. We found a little charcoal overlying an upper podsolised1
 layer, and so subsequent to the cutting of peat on this hill and probably recent.
 Below it was a lower podsolised layer, due to a change of drainage conditions, and
 perhaps to the formation and deterioration of peat corresponding to the climatic
 changes of mesolithic times.

 The profile of ramparts and ditches between the Headstone and the old coach
 road is still sharp.2 The inner rampart is about 9! ft. high on the south and 7 on
 the north, the outer 2| on the north. Both have been rather denuded. They are
 composed of yellowish clay cast up from the ditches, without berm. No trace was
 found of a third rampart, inside the inner ditch. Three areas were deturfed along
 the summit of the inner rampart ; these revealed no post-holes of a palisade, and if
 any defence existed on the bank, it must have been bedded shallow, so that the
 sockets of the posts have been destroyed by denudation. It is indeed probable that
 the steepness of the ditch-sides was considered sufficient defence.

 The ditches were dug downward in steps through boulder-clay. The base of
 the* outer is packed with stones. Above it have accumulated ?ve feet of grey silt,
 while the sides are clothed with a few inches of brown earth.

 It appeared on the surface that the old coach-road followed a causeway, and the
 excavations proved that banks and ditches were not continuous, but left a gap wider
 than that of the road.3 It is premature to discuss whither this old trackway led, as
 further excavation is needed at the Dorsey and a careful topographical survey of the
 surrounding country. On the west side of the causeway we found no trace of post
 holes, either along the lips of the ditches or across from the banks. On the east was
 a line of post-holes set in a slight trench along the outer ditch, perhaps the remnants
 of a palisade to prevent animals from slipping. A further series of post-holes beneath
 the modern road-bank near the guard-house is less easily explicable. They could
 not be traced north-westward, as they underlie the metalling of the road. They
 are set in a shallow trench in till. They might suggest some kind of barricade
 across the trackway, perhaps constructed hastily to narrow the exit, especially for
 cattle.

 1 Podsolisation is the process by which the iron and aluminium content of the surface soil
 is leached out and redeposited at a lower level, often in the form of a hard crust or iron-pan.
 The leaching is due to the acidity of plants like pines or heather, and the presence of a colour
 horizon or indication of this sort is a fairly good evidence that such plants formerly grew on a
 site, even if it is under grass to-day.

 2 See fig. 2. It was impossible to section to the base of the inner ditch, as its line is followed
 by a sunken lane to a cottage. It was decided by the committee to be too costly to dig through
 either rampart, as the evidence that might be provided by their floors was not likely to be of
 value. The outer face of the outer rampart could not even be profiled, as beyond the field-wall
 at its top was standing corn.

 3 Distance between ends of inner bank 55 ft., of outer ditch, 78 ft.
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 We were able to examine thoroughly the end of the west inner bank (see Fig. 2).
 It is composed of hard yellow clay, which has spread a little. There was no trace of
 a palisade-revetment. Above the end of the bank were found some irregular stones,
 embedded about ij ft. into the clay. They may have helped to strengthen the
 bank, though they did not extend round the corners ; or they may have found
 their position by chance.

 At the corner of the western outer ditch (fig. 2), on and above the level of the
 grey silt, were found many sherds, loose stones, and oak and hazel charcoal.1. These
 included fragments of a glazed bowl, perhaps two centuries old, a pipe-stem, and a
 good many pieces of hard wheel-made unglazed pottery, probably of post-Plantation
 domestic ware. One fragment of the latter lay nearly on the stones at the base of
 the ditch, and though it may have sunk in the soft silt, it does not suggest that much
 of the filling is of great antiquity. This might indicate that the ditch was cleaned
 out for defensive purposes, perhaps during the wars of the sixteenth century. The
 discovery of stone cannon-balls in various parts of the entrenchment could be taken
 to shew that it played some role in the history of this period. But it is equally likely
 that little silt accumulated in the sloping ditch until something fell in to impede the
 drainage.

 On the north face of the western outer ditch was found a well-worked round

 nosed flint scraper (Inv. No. 6). It cannot be used to date the entrenchment, and
 it may have fallen in from the surface while the ditch was being dug.

 We found also in the filling of the corner of the eastern inner ditch some
 charcoal2 and a few sherds. Some pieces from the yellow gravel resembled those
 from the west side. There were also fragments of a glazed cooking-pot, hardly
 earlier than the eighteenth century (inv. no. 11), in the grey silt at the bottom,
 suggesting that the gravel may be partly recent filling to level up the ditch, perhaps
 by demolishing the bank.

 These, the only finds, are in the main not closely dateable, and did not occur
 in key-positions at the base of the ditch, so as to give chronological indications
 regarding its construction. They were presumably left by someone squatting by
 the road-side in the shelter of the ramparts.

 Whereas tests at the edge of the field on the west revealed no trace of structure,
 we found on the east side a series of post-holes and pavings indicating several phases
 of occupation, apparently belonging to a guard-house at the side of the entrance.
 They were complicated near the road-bank by a ditch two feet deep,3 perhaps

 1 Inv. nos. 7, 21, 22, 31, 34. The charcoal was kindly identified by Mr. M. Y. Orr of the
 Royal Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh. There was also a tiny scrap of iron (inv. no. 8), a flint
 chip, a rough rolled flint scraper, scraps of bird-bone and of unidentifiable incinerated bone,
 examined by Professor T. Walmsley.

 2 Inv. nos. 4 and 10 ; also a rolled flint core, inv. no. 5.
 3 Charcoal and a piece of burnt bird-bone were found at the base of this ditch, inv. nos. 28,

 29, 35. There was also a definite charcoal-layer at the top of the filling, 10 ins. to 1 ft. 4 ins.
 below turf.

 H
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 dug to drain the field or as the boundary of the older wider road. It opened
 into a wide area of disturbance over five feet deep, close to the lip of the inner ditch
 of the entrenchment, whence we were told that gravel was dug about a century ago.

 The first phase at the guard-house (fig. i) consisted of a paving of small rounded
 stones running east-north-east, and forming apparently a cobbled path about two
 feet wide. On it was a little charcoal (inv. nos. 39, 41), mainly of oak, with scraps
 of hazel and one piece perhaps of birch. It seemed to be on the same level as the
 lowest series of post-holes, which however, wTere dotted irregularly and locally on
 each side of it, and did not seem to form any structure. They first became visible
 about four inches below the upper post-holes,1 and underlay both the middle and
 the upper pavings.

 The second phase consisted of a roughly circular line of post-holes, about six
 inches deep and emerging to about two inches below the humus ; some were lined
 with small stones.2 These I conjecture to have formed a flimsily built guard-house,
 similar to those at the gates of Welsh hillforts, but hardly paralleled in Ireland,
 where the individual holding or rath did not require elaborate precautions. To this
 hut I would assign the middle paving, found only over the centre of the area, and to
 the south-west of it a pit filled with charcoal and soft burnt earth. Round the edge
 of the house was a flooring of yellow clay, on which the uppermost cobbling directly
 rested ; it was perhaps put down to steady the posts, whose sockets emerge through
 it. A few posts could be traced down the slope of the disturbed area ; but the
 quarrying has prevented us from obtaining the complete plan of the house.

 A ditch with vertical sides, containing much oak-charcoal and gradually
 deepening northwards, where it was set with stones, cut across the lowest paving
 and the line of the guard-house, but underlay the upper paving. It seemed to have
 been some sort of flue, possibly for a still ; but its purpose and date are uncertain.

 The upper paving, of small angular stones, covered a considerable area, and was
 separated from the middle paving of the house by about an inch of yellowish earth.
 It overlay the post-holes of the house and the burnt ditch. It may have consisted
 of stones thrown down, at an uncertain date, to prevent the access to the gateway
 beside the edge of the inner ditch becoming too muddy. On the stones was a little
 charcoal.

 It is particularly unfortunate that the excavations at the south gate yielded
 nothing that could date the entrenchment. We had hoped to find some objects in
 significant positions at the base of the ditches, and for this reason opened several
 trenches across them. We must still rely, for our explanation of the Dorsey, on
 general probabilities and on the tradition connecting it with the kingdom of Emain
 Macha. It is, however, hoped to continue excavations in other parts of the
 monument, where perhaps, we may find evidence of a more precise character.

 1 For their relation see fig. 2.
 2 The charcoal was : inv. no. 1 oak, 3 oak and hazel, 30 oak. All from post-holes.
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