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8. Cranfield Beach
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32. Finnis Souterrain 40. Ott Car Park
Foraois Ghleann Deise Leacht Ross
33. Glendesha Forest 41. Ross Monument
Carrchlos Ghleann an Aoibhnis Pairc Shléibhe Ghleann an Chitinais
34. Happy Valley Car Park 42, Silent Valley Mountain Park
Pairc Chill Bhrénai Sliabh Cruibe
35. Kilbroney Park 43, Slieve Croob
Cill Chléithe Uaigh Phadraig
36. Kilclief 44. St Patricks Grave
Cill Locha Carrchlés na Treasai
37. Killough 45, Trassey Car Park
Coill Mhdrn Tra Thigh Riala
38. Mourne Wood 46. Tyrella Beach
larsmalann an Itir agus Mhdrn
39. Newry and Mourne Museum
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geological history:

and Ice

Ordovician & Silurian Periods (485-

The Slieve Gullion Complex is the remains of a
complex and violent volcano consisting of two
main elements. The first is a circular ring dyke
made up of granophyre and felsite rocks, and the
second is the central Slieve Gullion made up of

and the grinding force of glaciers As the lapetus Ocean closed, magma intruded

combined to shape the regionwe see 1o the crust, forming the granodiorite of the
today. Newry Igneous Complex, stretching from Slieve
Croob to Forkhill.

The Geopark’s stunning mountains, rolling

massive boulders (erratics), and left behind
ridges of debris (drumlins and moraines).

When the ice melted, it revealed Strangford

Over millions of years, volcanic 420 million years ago) Lough'’s drowned coastline and the rugged
eruptions, shifting continents, : . . terrain of the Mournes and Gullion.

and glacial advances sculpted the ::3 ﬂﬂiﬁéﬂﬂfﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ Zrnktahr: ;irtltdosrtnog:ce Palacogene Period (65-25 million

unique terrain of the Mourne Gullion ~ the ancient lapetus Ocean. These layers have years ago)

Strangford UNESCO Global Geopark. ~ since been compressed and deformedandnow  Intense volcanic activity created the dramatic

This dramatic landscape tells a story form the landscape’s foundations. geology of Slieve Gullion and the Mourne

written in stone; where ancient lava Devonian Period (420 to 360 million Mountains. ] .

flows, cooled magma chambers, years ago) Slieve Gullion Ring Dyke Complex

The Bedrock of the Geopark - A Tale of Mourne Mountains Complex Shaped by Ice: The Glacial Story
A Landscape Two O tourne Mountains Explore the
wo Oceans Five distinct granite intrusions shaped the peaks Straneford Lough
FO rge d by Fire The rocks beneath your feet span hundreds of the Mournes, with visible boundaries where . g o g ol ; G eology Of
of millions of years and reveal a complex they meet older Silurian rocks. As ice moved, it carved valleys, transporte .
Mourne Gullion

Strangford
Geopark!

Want to dive deeper into our
fascinating landscape?

Scan here to watch our Virtual
Educational Tours.

b i

drumlins, and sweeping glacial valleys layers of granitic and basaltic rocks.

reflect this epic geological journey. From the
striking Palaeogene volcanic ring dyke of
Slieve Gullion and the granite peaks of the
Mournes, to the fossil-rich Carboniferous
rocks at Cranfield and to the drowned
drumlins of Strangford Lough, every
landform reveals a chapter of Earth’s deep-

Quaternary Period (2.6 million years
ago to present)

Up until 15,000 years ago, ice sheets repeatedly
time history. Together, they invite visitors covered this region, sculpting t_he Iand.sczf\pe into
to explore a landscape forged by elemental what we see today. The last major glaciation saw

forces and shaped across aeons; where Carboniferous Period (360 to 300 ice advancing from Scotland and across Ireland,

geology, heritage, and nature are powerfully  million years ago)) covering.the I.and in thick s.heets ofiice. vering
and beautifully entwined. the land in thick sheets of ice.

In the Cranfield area, limestone and mudstone
formed in warm, tropical seas teeming with
marine life, leaving behind fossils of corals,
crinoids, and brachiopods.
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